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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-5 and 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Borecki et al., US Pat. App. No. US 2002/0016749 Al, in view of 
Perkowski., US Pat. No. 6,064,979. 

3. As to claim 1, Borecki teaches the invention substantially as claimed. Borecki 
teaches a system and method of accessing personal account information of a credit card 
associated with a user over a global communication packet-switched network, comprising 
the steps of: 

connecting a user location to the specific and unique credit card company server 
across the network in accordance with a known URL (Borecki, Figure 2A and page 2, 
paragraph 0034-0035); 

transmitting the account information to the specific and unique credit card 
company server over the network (Borecki, Figure 2A and page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 
and page 3, paragraph 0039); 

using customer account information at the specific and unique credit card 
company server to determine the personal account information associated with the 
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customer account information from the credit card company server, to the user location 
(Borecki, page 3, paragraph 0040); and 

presenting the information to the user at the user location (Borecki, page 2, 
paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0040). 

However, Borecki does not explicitly teach automating the steps of accessing said 
credit card company server. Specifically, Borecki does not explicitly teach: 

at a user location disposed on the network, resolving a machine-resolvable code 
(MRC) having coded information contained therein and disposed on the credit card of the 
user, the coded information having no personal information contained therein relating to 
the user or routing information over a network; 

extracting coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated 
with routing information that is associated with both the personal account information of 
the user and a credit card company server; 

in response to the steps of resolving and extracting, obtaining the routing 
information to the credit card server associated with the extracted coded information; 

connecting the user location to the credit card company server across the network 
over a determined route in accordance with the routing information. 

In the same field of endeavor, Perkowski teaches a system and method for 
automatically retrieving information related to a commercial product by scanning an 
MRC, the coded information having no personal information contained therein relating to 
the user or routing information over a network (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; 
col. 5, lines 19-26 and col 19, lines 38-40). 



* 
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Perkowski teaches at a user location disposed on the network, reading a machine- 
resolvable code (MRC) disposed on a commercial product of a user with a reading device 
(Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 38-40); 

extracting coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated 
with routing information that corresponds to the commercial product information stored 
on a company server disposed on the network (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

in response to the steps of reading and extracting, obtaining the routing 
information associated with the extracted coded information (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 
12-55); 

connecting the user location to the company server across the network over a 
determined route in accordance with the routing information (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 
12-55). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the automated data entry and data locating 
system, as taught by Perkowski, into the credit card account information retrieval system 
of Borecki, for the purpose of enhancing the user friendliness of the system by 
automating manual data entry and automatically retrieving credit card information. 

4. As to claims 2-5, and 8, Borecki-Perkowski teach the system wherein the MRC is 
an optical indicia, a barcode, wherein the optical indicia is used to extract the 
corresponding routing information and personal identification information, wherein a 
unique code is transmitted to a remote intermediate location, and returning a matched 
remote location information to the user (Borecki, Figure 2A and page 2, paragraph 0034- 
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0035 and Perkowski, col 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26; and col. 19, lines 
12-55). 

5. As to claim 7, Borecki-Perkowski teach the use of a computer display at the user 
location (Borecki, page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0040). 

6. As to claims 9 and 11, Borecki-Perkowski teach a method for accessing personal 
information from a remote location on a network, as applied to claim 1 above, comprising 
the steps of: 

reading at a user location on the network a unique information access code 
disposed on a portable access device that is carried by a user, which unique information 
access code is associated with routing information on the network to the remote location 
and also with personal information at the remote location of a user that is associated with 
the portable access device (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 
and col. 19, lines 12-55); 

accessing the remote location in accordance with the routing information 
(Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

transmitting to the remote location the unique information access code (Borecki, 
Figure 2A and page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0039); and 

at the remote location, receiving the unique information access code and 
accessing personal information associated therewith and forwarding the personal 
information back to the user location for viewing by the user (Borecki, Figure 2A and 
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page 2, paragraph 0034-0035 and page 3, paragraph 0039);, the step of forwarding 
comprising: 

sending from the remote location a request for personal identification after 
determining that there is contained in the database local to the remote location personal 
information associated with the unique information access code (Borecki, paragraphs 
0034-0035), 

entering the personal identification information at the user location (Borecki, 
paragraphs 0034-0035 and 0039-0040); and 

in response to input of a personal identification information by the user, returning 
the personal information to the user location (Borecki, paragraphs 0039-0040). 

7. As to claim 10, Borecki-Perkowski teach the method wherein the network is a 
global communication network (Borecki, page 2, paragraph 0031). 

8. As to claim 12, Borecki-Perkowski teach the method wherein the step of 
accessing comprises the steps of: 

in response to the step of reading, accessing an intermediate location on the 
network remote from the user location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, 
lines 19-26 and col 19, lines 12-55); 

transmitting the unique information access code to the intermediate location from 
the user location (Perkowski, col 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, 
lines 12-55); 
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the intermediate having contained thereat a database with associations between a 
plurality of unique information access codes and remote locations on the network 
(Perkowski, col 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 12-55); 

comparing the received unique personal access code with the stored personal 
access code (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, 
lines 12-55); 

if a match is found, returning the matched remote location information to the user 
location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 
12-55); and 

utilizing the returned remote location information from the intermediate location 
to access the remote location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19- 
26 and col. 19, lines 12-55). 

9. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Borecki-Perkowski, as applied above, further in view of Brook et aL, US Pat. No. 
6,170, 746 Bl. 

10. As to claim 6, Borecki-Perkowski teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Borecki-Perkowski does not explicitly teach a wireless scanner. In the same 
field of endeavor, Brook teaches a wireless barcode scanner (Brook, figure 1 and col. 3, 
line 6 - col 4, line 41). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to have incorporated the wireless barcode scanner, as 
taught by Brook, into the system of Borecki-Perkowski, for the purpose of increasing 
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user convenience and mobility. 

11. Claims 1 and 9 are rejected under 35 U-S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Perkowski, US Pat No. 6,064,979, in view of Janning et aL, US Pat. No. 
6,446,049 Bl. 

12. As to claims 1 and 9, Perkowski teaches the invention substantially as claimed. 
Perkowski teaches a system and method of accessing information associated with a user 
over a global communication packet-switched network, comprising the steps of: 

at a user location disposed on the network, resolving a machine-resolvable code 
(MRC) having coded information contained therein and disposed on an object, the coded 
information having no personal information contained therein relating to the user 
(Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 38-40); 

extracting coded information from the MRC, the coded information associated 
with routing information that is associated with both the personal information of the user 
and a company server (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

in response to the steps of resolving and extracting, obtaining the routing 
information to the server associated with the extracted coded information (Perkowski, 
col. 19, lines 12-55); 

connecting the user location to the company server across the network over a 
determined route in accordance with the routing information such as a known URL 
(Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 
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transmitting the information to the specific and unique company server over the 
network (Perkowski, col. 19, lines 12-55); 

using the information at the specific and unique company server to determine the 
information associated with the customer information from the company server, to the 
user location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 63 - col. 4, line 4; and col. 19, lines 38-40); and 

presenting the information to the user at the user location (Perkowski, col. 3, line 
63 - col 4, line 4; col. 5, lines 19-26 and col. 19, lines 38-40). 

However, Perkowski does not explicitly teach the information is credit card 
information and personal information is credit card related information. In the same field 
of endeavor, Janning teaches a system and method for accessing user credit card related 
information, such information having no personal information contained therein relating 
to the user, and using this information to access user's personal credit card account online 
(See Janning, Abstract and col. 28, line 1 - col. 29, line 4). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the credit card access system of Janning into the 
automated information access system of Perkowski for the purpose of easily and 
efficiently obtaining user's credit information while maintaining anonymity as well as . 
convenience. 

Response to Arguments 
13. Applicant's arguments filed November 20, 2006 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. The applicants argued in substance that the examiner has not 
provided a reason to combine the prior art references cited. Applicants argue "the 
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question is whether one skilled in the art would combine these two references. To do this, 
the Examiner must show that there is a motivation to combine the two references." 

14. The examiner respectfully disagrees with the applicant's arguments. "There are 
three possible sources for a motivation to combine references: the nature of the problem 
to be solved, the teachings of the prior art, and the knowledge of persons of ordinary skill 
in the art." In re Rouffet 149 F.3d 1350, 1357, 47 USPQ2d 1453, 1457-58 (Fed. Cir. 
1998). The strongest rationale for combining references is a recognition, expressly or 
impliedly in the prior art or drawn from a convincing line of reasoning based on 
established scientific principles or legal precedent, that some advantage or expected 
beneficial result would have been produced by their combination. In re Sernaker , 702 
F.2d 989, 994-95, 217 USPQ 1, 5-6 (Fed. Cir. 1983). However, the court also rejected the 
notion that "an express written motivation to combine must appear in prior art 
references...." Ruiz v. A.B. Chance Co. . 357 F.3d 1270, 1276, 69 USPQ2d 1686, 1690 
(Fed. Cir. 2004). 

Further, the examiner recognizes that obviousness can only be established by 
combining or modifying the teachings of the prior art to produce the claimed invention 
where there is some teaching, suggestion, or motivation to do so found either in the 
references themselves or in the knowledge generally available to one of ordinary skill in 
the art. See In re Fine, 837 F.2d 1071, 5 USPQ2d 1596 (Fed. Cir. 1988)and In re Jones, 
958 F.2d 347, 21 USPQ2d 1941 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

In this case, the examiner has provided the motivation to combine the references 
in the rejection of record; that the artisan would have been motivated to incorporate the 
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automated data entry and data locating system, as taught by Perkowski, into the credit 
card account information retrieval system of Borecki, for the purpose of enhancing user 
friendliness of the system by automating manual data entry and automatically retrieving 
credit card information. 

Conclusion 

15. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 . 136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul H. Kang whose telephone number is (571) 272-3882. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9 hour flex. First Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, William Vaughn can be reached on (571) 272-3922. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 



800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




